
Wiggle Waggle Sets Record Attendance!
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The dogs and cats of Woods 
would like to thank the following 

businesses for their continued 
support of Wiggle Waggle and to 

their steadfast dedication toward our 
Mission.

Cloudstar, Got You Covered, 
Bayer Animal Health,

The Kennels of Springdale
Adler Belmont Dye Insurance,

Rabobank, Gentle Touch Pet Training,
Thousand Hills Pet Resort,
King Group Advertising,

Coudray Serigraphics,
GLOW Illuminating Design,

Learning About Earth,
Cold Stone Creamery, Pawtery,

Cal Poly Athletics, Embassy Suites, 
Lets Go Ballooning,

Morin Brothers Automotive,
Sierra Summit, Lucky Dog Pet Resort,

A Wright Pet Grooming,
IMPO, Justin Vineyard,

Oxford Suites, Trinity Cyclery,
Healthy Inspirations of SLO,

SLO Lions, Sun n’ Buns Bakery

sponsorships from The Frances 
Chang Seeds of Love Foundation, 
Lemos Feed & Pet Supply, Central 
Coast Pet ER, Canidae Pet Food, 
Charter Media, and American 
General Media. 

Our 2009 top pledge-earning team, 
and Woods Cup Recipient was the 
Shaggy Waggies, raising a team 
total of $6,000. 

Woods Humane Society thanks 
all of our pledge earners, walkers, 
teams, and non-pro! t fundraising 
paw-tners. We also give a round 
of a-paws to, KSBY Action News, 
Teah Anders and the West Coast 
Freestyle Group, Atascadero State 
Hospital K9 Units, SLO County 
Deputy Sheriff Barger and his K9 
partner Deputy Jake (2002-2010).

Plans are already in the works for 
this year’s walk, so stay tuned for 
more details in the next edition 
of Shelter Tails and mark your 
calendars for Saturday, October 
23rd, 2010.

Shelter Tails
Winter~Spring 2010 Edition

Woods Humane Society

A s the sun rose on the morning 
of October 24th, over 300 local 
K9s snatched up their leashes 
and converged on Laguna 
Lake Park in San Luis Obispo 
in support of Woods Humane 
Society’s 17th Annual Wiggle 
Waggle Walk for Woods. 

Wiggle Waggle is the shelter’s 
largest annual fundraising walk, 
and thanks to the support of our 
friends, we raised over $35,000 to 
bene! t the animals that call our 
shelter home. 

Wiggle Waggle 2009 was 
dedicated in honor and memory 
of Ms. Frances Chang, a WHS 
Volunteer who passed away 
in 2008. Frances’s sister Kristie 
and adopted Woods dog Macey 
helped to lead the one mile walk.

Wiggle Waggle is one of the 
largest K9 events on the Central 
Coast, and last year’s walk was 
made possible by generous 
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President’s Pen...

WHO WE ARE

Board of Directors
Helen Meyers

President
Kate Morgans
Vice President

Charlene Korsgaard
Secretary

Cheryl Wieczorek
Treasurer

Arlene Sackman, 
Lou Smith, Kevin Dye

Members

WHS Shelter Staff
Leigh Ann Hilliard

Director of Shelter Operations
Steve Kragenbrink CVA

Director of Community Programs
Dylan Rede

 Business Of! ce Manager
Malcolm Riordan D.V.M.
Steven Jefferson D.V.M.

Veterinarians
Crystal Knowles 

Animal Health/Surgery Supervisor
Marcelle LaBossiere
Veterinary Assistant

Michelle Rodriguez, Tim Zsadanyi
Animal Health/Surgery Technicians

Rebecca Sheppard 
Operations Assistant/Surgical Technician

Cristy Morris
Animal Care Supervisor

Kenneth Brown
K9 Trainer

Heather Massoni
Intermediate Animal Caregiver

Kisha Brown
Animal Intake Counselor

Andrea Apodaca, Elizabeth Goodenough,
Caitlin Gutoff, Kayla Hamilton, 
Ayla Halldin, Natosha Hoover, 

Marc Ledesma, Nicholi Mackewicz, 
Kelsey Miller, Anthony Pannone, 
Kendra Watkins, Chris Williams

Animal Caregivers
Andrea Apodaca, Courtney Hann, 

Stephanie Price, Chloe Smith
 Customer Service Representatives

Our Mission:
To serve, protect, and shelter homeless companion animals;

To place animals in humane environments;
To promote responsible pet ownership, provide humane education, 

and reduce pet overpopulation;
To celebrate the human/animal bond.

A s you will read on page 3, we 
have another great year of events 
planned for the dogs and cats of 
our county and/or their owners. 
For example, we are all looking 
forward to the return of our dinner 
auction event in the spring.

In addition, we are always 
improving the shelter itself. For 
example, our recently completed 
Surgery Suite allowed us to 
perform approximately 1500 spay 
and neuter surgeries last year 
for our guests as well as for the 
County and several other private 
agencies in the area, thus reducing 
the future number of homeless 
companion animals. In addition, 
we ! nished the Community 
Room, which will provide a multi-
purpose meeting place for Woods. 
Regular maintenance of the shelter 
goes on as well. Even something 
as simple as replacing a washer 
and dryer is important, because it 
allows us to keep the bedding we 
use clean and dry. 

Nevertheless, let me highlight the 
core mission of Woods Humane 
Society: caring for and ! nding 
good homes for the kittens, cats, 
dogs, and puppies in our care. 
Over the last year, we found loving 

homes for nearly 1200 of our guests.

These important activities can 
happen only because of the 
generosity of all our donors and 
volunteers, as well as  the hard work 
of our extremely dedicated and 
professional employees. Please know 
that our very active Board carefully 
and strategically manages your 
donations with our mission clearly 
in mind.

Please join us at our events. All are 
welcome to visit the shelter to ! nd 
a new family member or just to say 
hello and ! nd out what is new and 
what is planned for the future with 
your continued support.

Thank you"

Helen Meyers
WHS Board President

Something to Celebrate
2009 Shelter Statistics

Woods Humane Society placed 598 dogs and 420 cats into loving new 
homes in 2009. The shelter maintains a 96% Live Release Rate and over 1,500 

animals were spayed or neutered last year.
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Year End Celebrations 

Calendar of upcoming  
Shelter Events

April
April 10th - April 11th

2nd Annual Wine 4 Paws
Fundraising Winery Weekend

April 15th

Critter Camp Registration 
Begins

May
Saturday, May 8th 2010

Tails of Woods
Fundraising Dinner

 and Auction

July
July 11th

3rd Annual
Goldens in the Park

October
Saturday, October 23rd

Wiggle Waggle Walk for 
Woods #18

Ongoing
Bring your dog out to the shelter 
and participate in our ongoing 

PAW SCHOOL  obedience 
program. Call for our next 

available session.

We have numerous other events 
taking place throughout the year, 
please visit our shelter's website 

to view our updated Calendar.

Shelter staff and volunteers teamed 
up and participated in the annual 
San Luis Obispo Holiday Parade on 
Friday, December 4th. A special thank 
you to volunteers Anna and Gerry 
Brown, who worked tirelessly on last 
year’s # oat. In addition, the shelter 
appreciates the support of Mike and 
Darcy Murphy, who drive our # oat 
through the streets of SLO each year.

Woods Holiday Festivities continued 
on December 5th as we celebrated 
the end of 2009 with our friends at 
our annual Holiday Open House. 
The event featured pet portraits with 
Santa, holiday goodies, shelter tours, 
and the debut of our Feline Painting 
Program. (See page 6 for more details.) 
Woods extends a special thank you 
to our friends at Got You Covered 
rentals and Costume Capers for their 
generous sponsorship of our annual 
Open House event.

Wine & Dine for Woods in 2010

This year’s Wine 4 Paws will take 
place on April 10th-11th  and will 
feature over 30 local wineries. Stop 
by participating wineries and your 
furry friends at Woods will receive 
either a percentage or portion of 
the weekend’s total tasting room 
sales. Event, raf# e, and passport 
information is available online at 
www.wine4paws.com. 

Woods proudly announces the 
return of our annual dinner/
auction fundraiser: Tails of 
Woods. We invite you to join us on 
Saturday, May 8th  at The Embassy 
Suites in San Luis Obispo for an 
evening of  food, fundraising, and 
friends. Tickets and other event 
information are available online 
at www.woodshumane.org or 
contact us directly at (805)543-9316.

Our 2009 Woods Cup recipients The Shaggy Waggies
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A  disaster can happen, and when 
it does, you can bet that it will 
occur at the worst possible time. 
Taking simple steps to develop an 
emergency plan is our best defense 
against whatever Mother Nature 
can throw at the Central Coast.

The San Luis Obispo Voluntary 
Organizations Active in Disaster 
(SLOVOAD) is a coalition of local 
public and private organizations 
that are actively working together 
in order to prepare for a worst case 
scenario event. As a lead member 
in VOAD, Woods Humane Society 
is ensuring that preparations and 
action plans are developed to 
provide for displaced local pets 
in the event of an emergency. 
Although we are partnered with 
organizations ranging from the 
Red Cross to the Food Bank, 
our primary function is to work 
in tandem with SLO County 
Animal Services and HEET (Horse 
Emergency Evacuation Team) 
should a localized disaster occur in 
our county. 

Preparing an emergency plan 
for your family is essential, and 
Woods Humane Society asks that 
you remember to include your 
beloved pets in your plan.

The following list will help you in preparing an evacuation kit for your 
animals. We recommend using an easy-to-carry, waterproof container. 
Please keep your animal evacuation kit with your family evacuation kit.

Pet ID Tags - Pets should wear a collar with regular identi! cation, 
county license, microchip & rabies tag AT ALL TIMES. Identi! cation 
tags should include a cell phone number you will have access to 
during and after the event 
Medical ID Tags & Records  - If a pet is taking medication or has 
mild to severe allergies, have the information engraved on a separate 
tag attached to their collar
MICROCHIP YOUR PET(s)  - There is no way to predict in advance 
which animals may become separated from their owners. If your pet 
has a microchip, call the company to register your pet’s information 
and keep it updated
Leash-Collar-Harness  - Consider adding a Nylon Slip Leash and a 
long 16ft leash (to be used in case you must travel through water)
Dried/Dehydrated Food & Water  - Store at least 7 days worth and 
include dishes
Pillowcase  - For cats for restraint and secure control
Muzzle  - Or roll of gauze to make a muzzle (in case your dog is 
injured); remember that a dog that is in pain or scared may bite
Thick Leather Gloves  - In case your dog is injured or afraid
Copies of your pet(s) medical ! les and registration  - These should 
be kept in a sealed-waterproof bag
A picture of you with your animal(s)  - This will aid in identi! cation 
should you become separated from your animal(s). Most human 
evacuation centers do not allow animals

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•
•

•
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Myths, Beliefs and Assumptions of Pet Owners: Oral Traditions?

For me, one of the greatest of myster-
ies in veterinary medicine remains 
this:  Why and how is it that so very 
many pet owners are under the spell 
of the exact same myths?  Really, it’s 
astounding.

I have come to believe that the closely 
held beliefs of pet owners must be 
passed down by oral tradition rather 
than written form from one genera-
tion to next. Whatever the case, these 
myths, beliefs and assumptions are so 
well entrenched and widespread that 
veterinarians grapple with them, if not 
hourly, then daily, before lunch.  Let’s 
look at a few.

Myth: Most sick animals have been poi-
soned.

Reality: Poisoning is uncommon com-
pared to how often pet owners suspect 
it.  Often the suspected ‘poisoning’ 
is actually, say, due to a fever from 
a treatable infection. Intentional or 
malicious poisoning of pets is very 
rare. When pets have been poisoned, 
typically it is their humans who have 
placed that poison in the house, yard, 
or garage without the awareness or 
the intent that their pets might con-
sume it. Think most of rodent bait/
poison, snail bait/poison, and auto-
motive antifreeze containing ethylene 
glycol; these all taste good.  Also, 
consider improper use of or accidental 
exposure to insecticides.  Special note 
to cat ‘owners’ (you just think you 
own them): cats will fastidiously lick 
off anything that happens to get on 
their coats or feet, including noxious 
substances they would never other-
wise consume. In addition, certain 
veterinary products that are safe when 
topically applied to dogs are poison-
ous when mistakenly applied to cats.

Myth: Animals who behave poorly were 
probably beaten or abused at a young age.

Reality: There are simply just not 
enough evil humans to accomplish all 
the fabled beatings and abuse that pet 
owners ascribe to their pet’s previous 
environment"  It is far more likely that 
they are dealing with an animal that is 
untrained, ill-mannered, unsocialized, 

insecure in certain situations, under-
exercised, or has a shy or dif! cult per-
sonality. Dogs and cats are incredibly 
observant of humans’ behavior and 
adept at ! guring them  out. See how 
they run…a household or their own-
ers. If we pet owners were a fraction 
as observant and as eager to study dog 
and cat behavior in order to learn how 
to ‘run’ them, the poor behaviors cur-
rently attributed to mythical beatings 
would magically disappear. 

Myth: If being poisoned or prior abuse 
does not seem likely, then the problem 
must be due to worms.

Reality: Perhaps nothing with the 
exception of unconditional love 
motivates pet owners more than 
suspecting––or worse, seeing evi-
dence of ––worms.  You’d think 
some alien miniature snakes have 
invaded from the way people react to 
these creatures" Yet in daily practice, 
gastrointestinal worms are usually 
just a low-order problem, something 
that can be diagnosed and eradicated 
without breaking a sweat. Moreover, 
these worm(s) infestations are easy to 
prevent.  

Myth: Never forget that almost all dogs 
are purebred, and that it is highly impor-
tant to assign a breed to your dog. If you 
are uncertain of your dog’s breed, simply 
look in a book with pictures of the various 

breeds.  If your dog resembles a certain 
breed, then that’s what it is. If, as is rarely 
the case, no one picture seems to match, 
you probably have a 50/50 purebred 
mixture. Go back and review the pictures, 
picking out the ! rst two  with features 
that resemble those of your dog.  Consider 
spending a lot of time at your ! rst visit 
trying to get the vet to participate in this 
popular game.

Reality: In the overall picture of 
canines reproducing themselves since 
time immemorial, human-arranged 
pure breeding of dogs is but a recent, 
isolated sideshow to the big picture.  
Really, what are the chances of an 
un-neutered male purebred dog being 
out roaming and randomly hooking 
up with a wandering purebred female, 
un-spayed and in heat?  Sure, some 
owners of  purebreds don’t have their 
dogs ! xed, and do not have fences or 
leashes, but not enough to account for 
all the fabled mixed purebreds that 
pet owners seem to feel their dogs just 
simply must  be.   Regardless of what 
goes into the mix, we should celebrate 
in knowing that every dog is 100% 
pure dog.

**My thanks to Dr. Michael Obenski, a vet’s 
vet, for decades of inspiration and coping 
skills.**

Malcolm Riordan, DVM
WHS Shelter Veterinarian
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Why Cats Paint

The shelter is gearing up for another exciting summer 
camp program, and now is the time to mark your 
calendar for Critter Camp 2010. Registration begins 
on April 15th, and we recommend planning early 
to ensure your child’s participation, as our camp 
program ! lls up quickly.

What is a Feline Painting Program, you 
might ask? A small group of volunteers 
and lovable adoptable cats put their tails 
together to raise money to offset the 
shelter’s growing veterinary expenses. 
The result is some truly amazing, one-of-
a-kind works of art. This program was 
prominently featured in the New Times 
Arts Section, and made the front page of 
the Times Press Recorder. 

Our Feline Paintings raised over $1,000 
at its initial debut, and paintings are 
available at the shelter throughout the 
year. Woods Feline Art ranges in size 
and donation amount, with 100% of the 
proceeds directed toward the shelter’s 
veterinary programs.

Critter Camp 2010! 

Critter Camp is a unique opportunity for youths aged 
9-12 who are interested in learning about animals. Each 
week long summer day camp runs Monday-Thursday 
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Our Friday schedule begins 
at noon and ends with a graduation ceremony at 5:30 
p.m. 

Each camper is paired with an adoptable Woods 
K9, and works with that dog, teaching obedience, 
throughout the week. When the dogs take their breaks 
from training, campers spend time doing fun activities, 
playing games, experiencing amazing animal-related 
demonstrations, going on ! eld trips, learning about 
local ecosystems, and observing our surgical team in 
action. 

Critter Camp focuses on humane education, bite 
prevention, responsible pet ownership, animal-related 
issues, K9 obedience/agility, and the ecology of our 
Central Coast. This annual program is a wonderful 
opportunity for families who are considering bringing 
an animal into their homes and for those who wish 
to have their children become more involved with 
the care of the animals they already have. Don’t have 
children? You can help us serve even more local youth 
by providing a scholarship for a young person who, 
due to ! nancial limitations, would otherwise not have 
the opportunity to attend camp. In addition, you can 
support the shelter’s vital humane education efforts 
every time you shop at Albertsons by linking your 
club card to Woods Humane Society online at 
www.albertsons.com. 

Shelter Tails 6
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Be the change you wish to see

Volunteering your time with the animals is a great way to make a 
huge impact on the lives of the dogs and  cats that call Woods Humane 
Society their temporary home. Typical volunteer duties include Feline 
Enrichment, K9 Enrichment/Obedience, K9 Off-Site Handling (trips 
to the beach or on a hike), Animal Care Assistance, Pet Visitation to 
local retirement facilities and Outreach/Special Event Support. Getting 
started is easy; just contact our Community Programs Director at 805-
543-9316 x 19 to schedule a welcome orientation. Program information is 
also available online at www.woodshumane.org.

Other Ways to Help

You may want to consider a charitable ! nancial gift to Woods Humane Society, which can be named in honor of yourself, 
your family, a pet, or a loved one. By making a charitable contribution, you can potentially reduce your tax liability. Please 
consult your tax advisor. All contributions stay within San Luis Obispo County and go directly to the support and care of 
homeless companion animals at Woods Humane Society. Here are some examples: 

Gifts of Cash 
Donating Stock

Contributions of Real Estate 
A Bequest in your Will or Trust arrangements 

Donate your old Car, RV, or Boat through “Cars 4 Causes”. 

Please contact us at 805.543.9316 extension 17 to discuss your charitable contribution, planned giving, or to discover naming 
opportunities available at the shelter.

•
•

•
•

•

Cousins Talia and Dylan Chirman, 
with help from their cousin 
Christopher Johnstone, recently raised 
$486 for Woods Humane Society, 
surpassing their goal of $400. The 
children, aged 9, 10, and 12, sought 
donations from shoppers at the Los 
Osos Ralphs and Vons supermarkets. 
They also donated a bin of supplies 
contributed by shoppers using Woods 
Humane Society’s wish list. 

The cousins took on the project 
because they love the animals at 
Woods. They stood outside the 
grocery stores for several hours asking 
people to help, and Talia made animal 
magnets to give out to people who 

donated. “I want to thank all the 
people who donated to us" I also want 
to say a big thank you to my mom 
and dad, my aunt, and the workers at 
Ralphs and Vons,” said Talia.

~Frances & Macey Chang~
This edition of Shelter Tails is dedicated 

in memory of Frances Chang.
www.active.com/donate/seedso# ove

Making a Difference
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www.woodshumane.org

Woods Humane Society is mainly funded 
through the generosity of our friends and 
neighbors. It costs the shelter an average of 
$600 to house and care for each animal per 
year. As we look to the future, we expect to 
see a 20% increase annually in our shelters 
adoption, relinquishment,  and spay and 
neuter programs. We need your help to 
maintain our growing programs as we 
rise to meet the needs of our county and 
community. Here are some ideas on how 
you can help the shelter on an ongoing 
basis.

Support the businesses that go out 
of their way to support us. Let them 
know how much of a difference they 
are making in our community
Collect and donate common items from 
our shelter’s Wish List that will greatly 
reduce the cost of our daily operations
If you shop at Albertsons, Ralphs or 
Scolaris for your groceries, you can add 
Woods to your “Club Cards” and we 
will receive a portion of each purchase. 
Simply visit the website for your usual 
market, click on their community links, 
and add Woods Humane Society to 
your account

•

•

•

        Ralphs Club ' is 7746187
        Scolari’s Club ' is 5139
        Albertsons Club ID 49001021811
           Vendor ' 5399145

Send us your Email and we can 
send your version of Shelter Tails 
electronically" This saves the shelter 
on postage and printing costs while 
saving some trees in the process. Your 
information will never be given or sold 
to outside organizations
Volunteer your time or expertise to 
bene! t the animals that call Woods 
Humane Society their home. Visit 
us online or call 805-543-9316 x19 
to learn more about our volunteer 
opportunities
Donate your gently used items to Love 
Me 2 Times Thrift Shop in Morro Bay. 
They support the animals of Woods 
by donating 10% of their net proceeds 
each month

•

•

•

Easy Ways to Help the Animals At Woods

WISH LIST
Cleaning Supplies                                        

Laundry Detergent, Bleach, 
Windex, Dish Soap, Paper 

Towels
Of® ce Supplies                                        

White Copy Paper, Color Copy 
Paper, File Folders  

Animal Care Supplies                                  
Towels, Blankets, Sheets, 

Canned Dog & Cat Food*, Dog 
& Cat Treats, Dog & Cat Toys, 

Stuffed Animals

* Please no dry food, we feed a 
speci® c diet

We also accept your used animal 
equipment that can go home with 

new adopters to help ease the 
transition of adopting a pet


